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By Kimber Solana, Staff Reporter
KlMBERREY_SOLANA@CSUMB.EDU
What do Drew Barrymore, Puff 
Daddy, Triumph the Insult Comic 
Dog, and CSUMB all have in 
common? They are all committed 
to getting young adults to register 
and turn out at the polls to vote.
Associated Students (AS) is 
hopeful that “Get Out the Vote,” a 
non-biased, non-partisan attempt 
to educate college students on the 
importance of their votes and how 
their votes may affect them, will 
get college students to go to the 
polls on election day.
“Get Out the Vote” is a state­
wide campaign CSU and UC 
campuses are using to get their 
students to vote.
“Voting is the most power­
ful right that a U.S. citizen has,” 
Ren Herring, AS vice president, 
said. “I believe it’s crucial that 
we exercise our right of voting to 
make the changes we want. We 
are fortunate enough to have the 
opportunity to shape our future by 
exercising our right to vote.”
Stephanie Brown, an ESSP 
freshman, said, “There are a lot of 
issues coming up that affects us 
and we should have a say on it.”
“We’re trying to mobilize 
students to vote,” Elizabeth 
Geyer, executive director for the 
University of California Student 
Association, said, “We don’t care 
how people vote; we just want 
students to vote.”
California Student Public 
Interest Research Group 
VOTE continued on page 5
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CSUMB students celebrate its first annual National Coming Out Day. photo BY Rachel kane
Misconceptions about student athletes
By Sophie Balia, Staff Reporter
Sophie_Ballas@csumb.edu
Being a full time student is hard 
enough with all the classes to 
take, all the homework to com­
plete, having a job on the side, 
and still finding free time for 
relaxation. Having hours of phys­
ically grueling practices on top of 
this is just unimaginable, but for 
the young men and women of the 
CSUMB athletic program, it is 
just everyday life.
Because CSUMB is still a 
new school, the athletic pro­
gram and student athletes are 
not as well received by the 
student body as some say they 
deserve to be. Though the pro­
gram is small, it is still continu­
ing to develop into a stronger, 
more reputable institution.
This year the CSUMB sports 










II. While this may 
not say much to 
the average stu­
dent, this is a big 
step for the ath­
letic program and 
for student ath­
letes considering 
the age and size 
of CSUMB. It 
means the school 
could become
more accepted and recognized 
nationwide for its athletics.
PHOTO BY DARRELL HIRASHIMA
Volleyball middle blocker Jen Holda (r) sits with classmate Justine McMahon in their HCOM class.
Come on 
out, folks
By Rachel Kane, Managing Editor
Rachel_Kane@csumb.edu
On an abnormally sunny day in 
the main quad of CSUMB, rays 
of light bounced off the faces of 
those participating in the National 
Coming Out Day gathering as mul­
ticolored balloons swayed content­
edly around them.
“We’re out here to celebrate 
National Coming Out Day,” said 
Julie Prince, Active Project coor­
dinator for Student Leadership in 
Service Learning. “It’s a kick-off 
for the Safe Zone campaign that 
we’re going to be implement­
ing this semester on campus to 
provide a safe space for the les­
bian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
COMING OUT continued on page 17
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Alcohol: abuse with care
For many, alcohol is the enemy.
“Alcohol causes a lot of prob­
lems,” said Sgt. Earl Lawson of 
the University Police Department 
(UPD), with the file folder of 
the latest alcohol-related acquain­
tance rape case in hand.
“It is responsible for two-thirds 
of occurrences daily,” said Lt. Jay 
McTaggart of UPD about campus 
crime. Alcohol is a factor “in vir­
tually every crime of violence and 
most crimes of vandalism. Almost 
every sexual assault has had an 
alcohol component.”
Some of the major medical 
problems alcohol causes for stu­
dents are binge drinking, alcohol 
poisoning, sexually transmitted 
infections and unwanted pregnan­
cies, according to Campus Health 
Center Physician’s Assistant 
Marjorie Mastrow.
Morning-after pills can prevent
pregnancy within two to three 
days of unsafe sex, and Mastrow 
gets the most requests for these 
pills on Mondays.
“Socially and psychologically 
(alcohol abuse) becomes disrup­
tive with abilities to build posi­
tive relationships and relationships 
already formed,” said Mel Mason, 
Personal Growth and Counseling 
Center counselor. “Even if students 
don’t know they’re alcoholics, if 
they’re getting into trouble, then 
alcohol’s obviously a problem.”
CSUMB’s residential nature 
means a higher level of on-cam­
pus alcohol abuse than com­
muter campuses. With 60 percent 
of students living on campus, 
Residential Life Director Andy 
Klingelhoefer is kept busy trying 
to offer alternatives to drinking, 
such as Thursday Night Movies.
“A significant part of the 
negative energy that has to be 
expended has to do with alcohol,” 
said Klingelhoefer. According to
his figures, 20 of 22 conduct cases 
in Frederick Park in September 
involved alcohol.
“We' have a three strikes 
rule,” Klingelhoefer said. First, 
a warning; second, probation; 
third, the termination of the 
ability to live on campus.
Depending on the nature of 
the offense, Judicial Affairs 
may order academic probation, 
suspension or expulsion.
According to a 2002 Health 
Survey of CSUMB student 
behavior, almost half of all stu­
dents consumed alcohol in the 
room where they lived in the two 
weeks prior to the survey. Four in 
10 students had a hangover in the 
pervious month.
The majority of respondents 
cited interference with school- 
work as the main reason not to 
drink. Over half of respondents 
had made new friends because 
of drinking and roughly a tenth 





ages of 18 and 
24 nationwide 
each year. It 
is involved in 
600,000assaults 
and 70,000 
sexual assaults, according to the 
Journal of Studies on Alcohol. A 
third of students meet the criteria 
for alcohol abuse.
Alcohol abuse is use result­
ing in irresponsibility, physi­
cal risk, legal problems or 
social problems, according to 
the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders.
Black Box Cabaret bartender 
and SBS senior Kat Hernandez 
hasn’t seen any signs of alco­
hol abuse at the BBC. “I’ve 
never had to cut anyone off,” 
Hernandez said after serving up 
a cup of the smooth-flavored 
BBC Golden Ale to a student. “If 
[students] want to get drunk they 
just stay in their rooms and get
GRAPHIC BY SARA DOWE
to be identified.
a case of beer 
for the same 







who asked not 
said he hadn’t
seen any problems due to alco­
hol at his parties. “Even though 
people get drunk, everybody is 
just having a good time,” said the 
HCOM junior, smiling.
Officials agree responsibility is 
the solution.
“I’d like people to be responsi­
ble and act responsibly and make 
responsible decisions. Maybe 
we can help students to be more 
responsible,” said Lawson.
Informative and fun events will 
occur Oct. 17-23 for National 
Collegiate Alcohol Awareness 
Week. CSUMB’s chapter of 
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
Mondays 9-10 a.m. at the Saratoga 
Community Center.
Cell users frustrated with service on campus
By Matthew Fox, News Editor
M att_F ox@csumb . edu
Can you hear me now? Can you hear me 
now? Well obviously the ‘can you hear me 
now’ guy from the Verizon wireless commer­
cials never made it to Fort Ord... or did he?
Students hang out their second and 
third story windows on a regular basis, 
desperately stretching their arms out to the 
sky hoping to pick up a faint, weak, cell 
phone signal.
Help could be on the way for all these 
CSUMB students ready to throw their cell 
phones out their dorm room windows.
Verizon Wireless and PG&E applied for 
a conditional work permit application on 
Sept. 8 during the City of Seaside planning 
commission meeting.
This permit would allow the installation 
of a new monopole with the right equip­
ment to help students finally have cell 
phone service on the CSUMB campus.
Derek Ford, a sales associate at Station 
Wireless in Monterey and senior Business 
major, gave advice for students trying to 
connect to the cell phone gods.
“Antenna boosters are always worth a
try,” said Ford. “They won’t help, you get a 
stronger signal, but they will help you hold 
on to whatever signal you are able to get. 
For under $5 they are a decent option.”
But which cell phone service works best?
“We usually recommend AT&T,” said 
Ford. “They are the only ones with any 
sort of tower on Fort Ord. I have heard 
good and bad things about T-Mobile’s 
reception. Nextel seems to work well 
also. However, it really all depends on 
where you are. I personally have AT&T 
GSM, and it works at my apartment and 
on main campus. I live in FP1, but when 
I lived in FP2,1 had to go outside to get 
a weak signal.”
Kelly Kopp, junior SBS major, would 
be one of the many students who would be 
happy if Verizon put in a tower. Kopp uses 
Verizon and it “cuts out all the time,” she 
said. “If you walk from Building 15 to 45 it 
cuts out in between. I talk a lot.”
Brianne Bieschke, junior ESSP major, 
has had better experience with AT&T. “It 
works good,” Bieschke said. “I like it. It 
works everywhere. I have the bloop on top 
of my head,” said Bieschke, referring to the 
AT&T commercials.
The project site for the 
new cell phone panel is 
located at the southeast 
comer of Gigling Road 
and 6th Avenue in the Fort 
Ord Institutional/Public 
Facilities Zoning district. 
This is just a few blocks 
away from campus, and 
would be the closest of its 
kind to the school yet.
PHOTOS BY CHAD GHIRON
Cell phone users Karen Miller (I) and Rachel Vizcawa try to find a signal while on campus.
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Alexander_Chapman@csumb.edu
News
Prevent infections with virus protection software
By Adam Joseph, Staff Reporter
Adam_Joseph@csumb.edu
A computer can be ruined beyond 
repair in a matter of a millisec­
ond. Within that millisecond a sig­
nal coming from even the most 
obscure areas of the world can 
plant a deadly seed so deep inside a 
computer that when it is found (if it 
is ever found), it will have already 
duplicated itself and spread beyond 
any further chance of detection.
“It should be required for any 
student living on campus to install 
CSUMB’s free corporate edi­
tion of Norton Antivirus,” said 
Henry Simpson, coordinator of 
the Customer Services area at 
CSUMB, “just like text books are 
required in the classroom.”
Simpson estimated there was 
between 150 and 200 students’ com­
puters infected this year with the 
Korgo Worm or a variation of the 
Korgo Worm. This particular worm 
initiates a high volume of processes 
from a computer resulting in the 
computer to act very sluggish.
Once a worm or virus is invited
unknowingly into the CSUMB 
server, it is a free for all if noth­
ing is immediately done. Any 
student’s computer that is infected 
is immediately disconnected from 
the CSUMB server and given 
instructions on what actions need 
to be taken.
“It’s important to fix your 
computer before the fact,” said 
Simpson. “Fix” in this case 
means to prevent. Simpson also 
explained the threat of computer 
viruses and worms are very easy 
to prevent as long as one “is up to 
date with all their Symantec ant- 
virus definitions and updates, as 
well as their Microsoft updates.”
Any missed updates could 
lead to detrimental results for a 
computer. Simpson estimates that 
each week, at least 50 new threats 
pop up in the world.
“Five months ago, Microsoft 
put out a patch for the Korgo 
Worm available in the Microsoft 
updates, and in June Symantec 
released a removal tool,” said 
Simpson. “Every computer could 
have been protected if it was up
to date with virus definitions and 
Microsoft Updates.”
Simpson said most of the 
students affected by the Korgo 
Worm have been freshman. This 
is attributed to a few factors. 
Most new computers come with 
a trial edition of Norton Anti­
virus that expires after a couple 
of months, so they’re no longer 
of any use.
Students need to make sure 
their computers are always up to 
date in virus definitions as well 
as Microsoft updates and patches. 
Even if computers are set on auto­
matic update, when the computer 
is shut off it cannot receive any 
updates until it is manually turned 
on and given the order to retrieve 
all available new updates.
“The absolute best thing you can 
do is be knowledgeable about how 
your computer works,” said SBS 
senior, Paul Alexander.
Simpsonreiteratedtheimportance 




have a chance to 
destroy.
Somebody 
somewhere in this 
gigantic computer 
networked world is 
constantly coming 
up with new ways 





Just as most stu­
dents are cautious 
in performing safe 
sex, using a con­
dom to prevent a 
life threatening 
disease, students 
should use certain 
computer prophy­
lactics to prevent having to buy a 
new computer.
For antivirus protection, go 
to http://it.csumb.edu/services/ 
virus. Norton antivirus (corpo-
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rate edition) overall protection: 
http://www.windowsupdate.com - 
Windows updates provide patches 
and other important utilities to 
ensure a protected computer.
On the record:
Leon Panetta sits down for a
chat with The Otter Realm
By Alex Chapman, Staff Reporter
Alexander_Chapman@csumb.edu
(Former White 
House Chief of Staff 
for President Clinton 
and veteran of 16 
years in Congress, 
Leon Panetta now 
heads the Leon 
& Sylvia Panetta 
Institute for Public 
Policy at CSUMB)
On the phone with Leon Panetta. Friday, 
Oct 1, 2004, 10 a.m.
(edited for clarity and space)
Alex Chapman: Why should students 
care about the upcoming election?
Leon Panetta: They ought to care because 
it will affect their lives and their future
and there’s a clear choice that’s involved 
here in terms of what that future could be 
about. There’s no question that George 
Bush has a clear idea of where he thinks 
this country ought to go and it involves a 
lot of what we’ve seen over the last four 
years. If students want to see a repetition 
of that then that’s one choice. John Kerry 
offers a very different kind of approach 
in terms of the war in Iraq and the War on 
Terrorism. He’ll develop a global approach 
to these challenges and also, obviously, 
provide a very different set of priorities 
in regards to domestic policies. There are 
some clear choices that are involved in this 
election that will clearly affect their lives.
AC: What is the importance of the 
youth vote?
LP: This country that attracted my
PANETTA Continued on page 4






immigrant parents is based on 
their hope that they could give 
their children a better life and 
that’s how I view this election. 
I’m interested in giving my chil­
dren and their children a better 
life and I don’t think that has been 
the focus of the present adminis­
tration. The present administra­
tion is basically focused on what 
they can get today and not the 
future. They’ve created the larg­
est deficit in the history of the 
country to be passed on to our 
children. They’ve created steps 
that have retreated on almost 350 
environmental regulations that 
will affect our environment that 
will affect our future and basically 
traded on issues like health care, 
education and jobs. They have 
the worst job record in our history 
since Herbert Hoover? This elec­
tion is truly about the future and 
whether or not we can do better 
as a country.
AC: Who’s going to win and 
why?
LP: I think it’s going to be 
a very close election. Its really 
hard to tell who’s going to win 
right now. I think the debate on 
Thursday helped John Kerry. I 
think he presented himself as 
somebody who can go toe to toe 
with the president on the sub­
stance of the issues and hopefully 
that will get him moving up in the 
polls. So I think this is one that’s 
going to come down to the wire 
and I think that for that reason 
it makes it even more important 
that students be willing to get out 
and vote.
AC: I am a male between the 
ages of 18 years and 26. Do I have 
any reason to fear being drafted?
LP: I think it’s pretty clear 
particularly when you listen to 
the debate last night that there is 
going to be a need to increase our 
military divisions and our military 
strength and I think John Kerry’s 
talking about adding two addi­
tional divisions and George Bush 
doesn’t say it but clearly they 
know they’ve overstretched our 
commitment of our armed forces 
around the world and they have 
to replenish those forces and the
question is whether they can con­
tinue to do that with a volunteer 
army or whether they’re going to 
have to move to a draft. I would 
say for you and others that I think 
it’s very much an open question 
whether or not we might see some 
kind of draft in the future. I don’t 
think by any means that politically 
there’s anybody that will say that 
it’s going to happen but when you 
look at the realities of what we’re 
dealing with I don’t see how you 
can replace two divisions or add 
two military divisions to the army, 
meet the requirements we now 
have in Iraq which will prob­
ably demand a presence there 
for another, certainly, another five 
years if not longer to be able to do 
that without some kind of require­
ment of service. I think that it’s an 
open question.
AC: Is there any validity to 
fears expressed by ex-president 
Jimmy Carter that this election 
might somehow be stolen?
LP: I guess I’m still one that 
believes that when it comes to 
the vote in this country that that 
is one of our most basic rights 
and one that I don’t think public 
officials or people in that manner 
would try to play games with. 
But I think we do have to be vigi­
lant particularly in some of those 
states that don’t have very good 
track records to be sure that they 
implement a very active and accu­
rate and effective voting process. 
I don’t know that I would agree 
with the president that there’s 
going to be a deliberate effort to 
do that but I think we do have to 
make sure we are carefully over­
seeing that process to ensure that 
it’s as accurate as possible.
AC: Given the over 7 trillion 
dollars in national debt that my 
generation is inheriting, how do 
you speak to those of us who 
have completely lost hope in 
our country’s future because 
of that?
LP: Well I guess I would ask 
them to look at history. When 
I served in the congress in the 
1980s President Reagan basi­
cally got us in to exactly the 
same kind of trouble. We were 
running record deficits approach­
ing 300 billion dollars and ulti­
mately both parties recognized
they could not keep adding to the 
debt, could not continue to bor­
row and place it on the backs of 
our children. Ultimately we made 
a series of agreements between 
Republicans and Democrats that 
led to President Clinton’s eco­
nomic plan all of which eventu­
ally produced a balanced budget 
and a large surplus. So I’ve seen 
this happen before and leadership 
was willing to come forward to 
confront the hard choices. I hope 
that that can happen again. I don’t 
see it happening with this admin­
istration but hopefully when a 
new administration comes into 
office they’ll be willing to lead us 
on this issue.
AC: Given the massive 
involvement of large corpora­
tions in the US Government, is 
it corrupt?
LP: I think it’s pretty clear from 
both our election process as well as 
what’s happening in Washington 
in terms of governing that special 
interests are playing a larger and 
larger role. They are the cause of 
the amount of money that is now 
being raised in elections. We are 
talking about presidential elec­
tions the cost can be over a bil­
lion dollars. We are talking about
Christina Williams remembered
By Adam Joseph, Staff Reporter 
Adam_Joseph@csumb.edu
It was seven years ago when 
Michael and Alice Williams saw 
their daughter, Christina, for the 
last time.
Thirteen-year-old Christina 
Williams was abducted on June 
12, 1998, close to her Fort Ord 
home. After an exhaustive seven- 
month search, Christina’s remains 
were found in a “remote location” 
of Fort Ord in January of 1999.
This past Thursday, Oct. 7, 
The Shine Church in Castroville 
had a memorial service with 
Mike and Alice Williams, open 
to anyone in the community. 
On Friday Oct. 8, at the site of 
Christina’s memorial on Imjin 
Rd. in Marina, a bronze plaque 
was dedicated honoring her. 
Marina Mayor Ila Mettee-
record amounts that are raised by 
members of Congress every elec­
tion year. Now, large numbers of 
special interest -I think that those 
special interests, a lot of whom 
are corporations, are playing a 
larger role in terms of determin­
ing policy in this country. I don’t 
know that you can call that cor­
rupt. I think it’s basically that you 
have a process that we’ve kind 
of always accepted as part of our 
democracy the need to contribute 
money to those who support the 
election outcomes become so dis­
torted that it’s affecting the ability 
to govern effectively. So I think 
that is a problem that needs to be 
addressed.
AC: Do you think that the 
youth of today will be able to 
run society better than your 
generation has?
LP: I sure as hell hope so! 
(Laughs). But for that to happen 
you’re going to have to begin 
to get active now. My genera­
tion was called to service by 
President Kennedy who said it 
was much more important to ask 
not what the country could do 
for you but what you could do 
for the country. That basically 
motivated and inspired my gen­
McCutchon, Navy Capt. David 
Titley, and Pastor Don Love spoke 
at Friday’s dedication ceremony. 
The memorial was established to 
not only preserve the memoiy of 
Christina, but also to get people of 
the community involved in thinking 
about how to prevent something 
like this from happening again.
Williams mentions on the 
memorial Web site of Christina, 
“Through my daughter is a path, a 
path to change the world and make 
it a safer place for all children.”
The Williams family continues 
to see “miracles in progress,” the 
family’s renewed faith in reli­
gion, the community’s new found 
togetherness, and an all together 
safer community.
Williams said of his daughter, 
“Through her death, she has touched 
tens of thousands of lives.”
eration to get involved and made 
a difference in terms of what this 
country could look like: civil 
rights, new positions on the envi­
ronment, on issues of war and 
peace. I think your generation 
could do the same thing if they 
were motivated to get involved
AC: What does the next 
decade hold for American 
Politics?
LP: I guess it’s always kind 
of trite to say that we’ve arrived 
at a crossroads and we say that 
an awful lot. But I think we are 
very much at a major crossroads 
in terms of democracy. I think 
that for 200 years we’ve basically 
been able to move forward and 
to become a beacon of hope for 
the world in terms of freedom 
and democracy and we are at a 
point where we can go one of 
two ways. We can go the way of 
past empires that have basically 
abused the power they had and 
lost it or we can go the way of 
the last 200 years, which is to 
move forward and to recognize 
our responsibilities in changing 
the world. I think it is exactly that 
choice that will tell us an awful lot 
about what this country will look 
like in ten years.
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Almost five years after the death of Christina 
Williams, her parents invited community 
members to help honor her with a memorial 
service and a bronze plaque.
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Singing the late night library blues
By Nick Noble, Staff Reporter
NlCK_NOBLE@CSUMB.EDU
Students need to get things done 
on schedule. Balancing tasks is 
an art that requires flexibility. An 
itinerary bloated with classes and 
a job can leave little time left over 
for homework. Often students 
resort to the late hours for study 
time and they need immediate 
access to reference materials.
Some students, however, com­
plain the campus library doesn’t 
offer its resources on a compre­
hensive schedule. The hours vary 
day to day and don’t operate late at 
night, many students’ only oppor­
tunity to work on homework. 
It is never open before 9 a.m. 
On Sunday through Thursday, it 
closes at 9 p.m., and Friday it 
closes at 5 p.m. On Saturday it 
isn’t open at all.
“A decent institution would have 
a 24-hour computer lab,” William 
Olsen, a GS senior, said. “As far as 
I know, every other CSU campus 
has computer access 24 hours a 
day. It’s not very accommodating 
for those students who don’t have 
a computer at home.”
Gregory Cain values elbow 
space, “I don’t like that the desks 
are so small. If I need a computer 
I go to the MLC.”
Consult the Media Learning 
Complex, Building 18, for 
extended computer access. Its 
six computer labs far exceed the 











at UC Berkeley, said the purpose of 
the “Get Out the Vote” campaign is 
to get “politicians to pay attention 
to us because state senators and 
legislators have a direct impact on 
the issues that affects us.”
On Oct. 2, CSU Hayward was 
the site of a small training session 
for “Get Out the Vote.” Students
PHOTOS BY CHAD GHIRON
Rows of bookshelves stand deserted, awaiting knowledge-hungry students. Unfortunately, these students are locked out at 9 p.m.
don’t have as many keyboard mal­
functions. The MLC also offers 
more generous hours of operation 
than the library.
Although CSUMB places 
emphasis on technology-based 
learning, some students like to 
refer to books. Laura Vige, LS/ 
ESSP senior, prefers the old-fash­
ioned method.
“Research is different when 
you have a book in front of you,” 
said Vige. “Sometimes when I use 
a Web page, I’ll go back to it and 
the page has expired. The library
from UC Santa Cruz, San Jose 
State, and Chico State, along with 
30 students from CSUMB, were 
in attendance for the conference.
At the conference, these stu­
dents learned ways to hold events 
in their campus and community 
that will help their peers under­
stand the ballot. They were also 
given resources such as www. 
calvoter.org on how to find out 
who is running in their local and 
state elections.
Students gave step-by-step 
instructions and recommendations 
on how to get fellow students to 
attend debates and forums. Some 
of their recommendations were 
to do phone banking, class raps, 
tabling, creating voter guides,
needs to use less e-reserve and 
more books.”
While the CSUMB library does 
not claim archival grandeur, other 
resources are available. The entire 
campus has access to scholarly 
journals, but the library also offers 
interlibrary loans.
Programs such as Pharos, 
Melvyl, and MOBAC allow stu­
dents to browse the shelves of the 
22 other CSU and UC campuses, 
and all Monterey Peninsula librar­
ies. Selected texts would then be 
delivered here to campus.
door hangers, and contacting 
local media resources such as the 
local newspaper and radio sta­
tions. They were also taught how 
to deal with the media such as 
when to do a press release, follow 
ups, and confirmations.
Zach Kasow, an SBS freshman 
who participated in the training, 
claimed one of the most important 
things he learned from the train­
ing was to plan ahead in dealing 
with events. “Plan ahead of time 
[because] if it doesn’t work out, 
you can always reprioritize and 
reorganize,” Kasow said.
Part of the training also 
included educating people that 
the Nov. 2 election is more than 
just choosing the next president.
If students can wait for deliv­
ery, they have an ocean of books 
available at their fingertips. The 
campus’ numerous facilities offer 
a countless number of computers, 
but unfortunately the night owls 
are still out of luck.
There are a couple of major local 
and statewide races on the ballot, 
along with a number of proposi­
tions that will directly affect the 
residents of California.
“If we get involved now and 
educate ourselves on issues on 
the upcoming November ballots, 
we will have a say in how we 
will be affected both currently 
and in the future,” Herring said.
Soon, CSUMB volunteers for 
the “Get Out the Vote” campaign 
will start going door to door to 
get students to register to vote.
The deadline for all eligible 
California voters to register is 
Monday, Oct. 18. Some students 




To post an event, e-mail
Matt Fox via FirstClass
Thursday, Oct 14
Otter Student Housing 
Association Associated 
Students Events Workgroup 
presents Farenheit 9/11. 
Farenheit 9/11 will be playing 
in the World Theater. There 
will be a double showing, 
one at 7:00 p.m. and another 
at 10:00 p.m. For Disability 
Accommodations, please 
contact Gerardo Gaytan via 
FirstClass.
Thursday, Oct 14
Dr. Ruth Trotter will present 
information on health issues 
surrounding stress. “How 
much is too much?" “How 
much can your body take?" 
She will also be discussing 
the stressful health issues sur­
rounding night life- drinking, 
dating, and sex.
If you want to see Dr. Ruth 
she will be at the BBC at 
12:15-1:30 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 14
Join the Visual and Public Arts 
department for the Visiting 
Artist Series featuring Belle 
Yang. She tells the stories of 
her ancestors. Belle Yang is 
also the author and illustra­
tor of the books Hannah Is 
My Name, Baba: A Return 
to China Upon My Father’s 
Shoulders, The Odyssey of a 
Manchurian, and Chili-Chili- 
Chin-Chin.
She will be in the University 
Center living room at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 20
Want to submit a photo for 
the wall of rememberence? 
Students will be scanning pho­
tos and accepting submissions 
for the Day of the Dead holi­
day in the University Center 
Lobby from 10 a.m.-2p.m. 
for more information visit 
http://vpa.csumb.edu/muertos/




ríes about abandoning the non- 
traditional CSUMB values and 
transforming into a typical sports- 
focused school.
“We are trying to be a sports 
school, but we are not ready for 
that atmosphere yet because our 
school is too small,” said sopho­
more Evan Borders. Being taken 
over by sports mania is not an 
uncommon concern. And with 
more sports growing egos of ath­
letes are also expected.
“...it does not seem like 
the founders wanted to 




There is already a belief on cam­
pus that student athletes could get 
away with more than the average 
student. “They get to miss classes, 
don’t they?” questioned Borders 
about the student athletes. The 
truth is many students are under 
similar misconceptions that ath­
letes can miss classes and not do 
homework without any penalties.
In defense of the athletes, Bill 
Trumbo, head of the athletic pro­
gram and head coach of the men’s 
basketball team, said, “Our stu­
dent athletes must meet the same 
admission requirements as all stu­
dents who enroll at CSUMB. They 
are granted no special benefits or 
privileges as a student athlete.”
Since CSUMB is one of the 
few schools where the athletes 
do not yet have priority for class 
registration, it is hard for them 
to find classes that fit into their 
schedule, meet their graduation 
requirements and is not full. With 
the enrollment increasing, this is 
becoming a larger problem.
Junior cross country runner 
Andrew Lamont, who is also 
a representative of the Student 
Athlete Council, had to drop one 
of his classes last year because 
he was consistently five minutes 
late for his six o’clock class due 
to his practices.
Sometimes teachers can over­
look small inconveniences like
being tardy, but junior women’s 
basketball point guard Ashleen 
Aimes said, “It depends on the 
professors. If they like sports and 
are supportive of the athletic pro­
gram, they will not be so uptight 
about things. But no athlete gets 
priority over anyone else.” If ath­
letes do not show up to class or 
fail to turn in their work, they get 
penalized just like anyone else.
Since the upgrade to the NCAA, 
both Lamont and Aimes agreed 
they have to work extra hard to 
keep up with the schoolwork and 
perform well during practice. 
Amber Magner, women’s head 
basketball coach, instituted grade 
checkers, which requires the 
women to get a periodic record of 
their academic standings in their 
classes. Their practices are also 
more difficult in order to prepare 
them for the challenges at the 
NCAA division II level.
Lamont and Aimes agree it is 
very tiring, both mentally and 
physically, to be a student ath­
lete. They both love their sports 
and think it is a vital part of the 
school curriculum.
“School sports create school 
pride,” said Lamont. “That’s what 
gets people out of their dorm rooms 
and that is what this school needs.”
Lamont sees the point of the 
skeptical students who are wor­
ried about the shift in our school’s 
image. He also likes the diverse 
and tight-knit community atmo­
sphere and does not want it to 
change, but he is confident that 
this will not take place.
“According to the Vision 
Statement of this school,” said 
Lamont, “it does not seem like the 
founders wanted to create a high 
powered, strong athletic program.”
Trumbo has a similar response 
on the athletic program’s per­
formance and importance. “We 
manifest multiculturalism; our 
participants reflect great diversity 
and there are few parts of our 
campus that truly bring together 
the pluralism segments of our 
campus as well as we do.”
The athletic program is striving 
to make CSUMB proud of their 
sports teams, but they cannot do 
this without the recognition of the 
student body. Since the combina­
tion of school and sports puts enor­
mous stress on their shoulders, they 
need support for their hard work.
Safe Rides mean safe times
By Chris Gallegos, Staff Reporter 
Chris_Gallegos@csumb.edu
“No ossifer, I don’t have blood in 
my alcohol stream...”
Hopefully nobody has said 
something this stupid to an offi­
cer of the law. Doing so would 
mean a restful night’s sleep in 
the drunk tank next to some 
new “friends.”
Ricky Maldonado, an HCOM 
senior, is out to keep CSUMB 
students from meeting such a 
fate. He is in the final stages 
of getting his program “Safe 
Rides” approved for operation 
on campus in time for National 
Collegiate Alcohol Awareness 
week, which is Oct. 17-23.
The program intends to aid 
students in making smart deci­
sions when it comes to alcohol 
consumption. It also will serve to 
provide support for students who 
need a ride to their residence on 
campus when they feel they can­
not safely drive a vehicle.
The program will be run with 
the help of the Alcohol Awareness
Committee, Sodexho, Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car, the Office of 
Residential Life, the University 
Police Department and the Student 
Activities Office.
"This is not a taxi 
service. I hope 
people will not take 
advantage and try to 
abuse it."
-MARY ANNE DRUMMOND
Volunteer drivers are also 
needed for the program and will 
require an up to date Defensive 
Driving certificate from CSUMB, 
be at least 21 years old and com­
plete a training program offered 
by the UPD.
Safe Rides is loosely based 
on a similar program at CSU 
Sacramento, but is unique in that 
it will have a male and female 
crew member in each vehicle.
This system will prove useful if
an intoxicated female student get­
ting driven home from a party feels 
unsafe to drive. Being driven home 
by a lone male might be uncomfort­
able for a female student.
Another example might have 
a drunken student getting bel­
ligerent with a Safe Rides driver. 
Having two students in the car 
with the person getting driven 
home would allow a witness in 
case of a physical altercation.
“This is not a taxi service,” said 
Mary Anne Drummond, Student 
Activities coordinator. “I hope 
people will not take advantage 
and try to abuse it.” -
The distance Safe Rides drivers 
will travel to pick up students has 
not been decided yet. Initially, its 
focus will be concentrated on giv­
ing students rides from wherever 
they are on campus to their cam­
pus residence.
Students with a legitimate rea­
son to call Safe Rides will bless its 
existence when that extra can of 
liquid courage they drank doesn’t 
end with a Mag-Lite beam shined 
in their face.
PHOTO BY RACHEL KANE
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Roller Hockey Club eager to play another season
By Mike Gallo, Staff Reporter
Mike_Gallo@csumb .edu
Calling all hockey fans!
This year’s CSUMB Roller Hockey
Club has just begun with their first 
tournament on Oct. 9 in San Jose. How 
many people on campus knew there was
PHOTO BY MIKE GALLO
Sophomore Mark Jennes takes a swing at a puck while practicing with the CSUMB Roller Hockey Club.
a roller hockey club operating at the 
hockey rink (Water City Roller Rink) on 
the former Fort Ord?
“Previously the club has been plagued 
by lack of interest and lack of funds,” 
said club president Tim Menz. “This year 
we picked up a freshman goalie, Adam 
Newacheck, who is rather good, whereas
before we didn’t have a competitive 
goalie. Moreover, he is a freshman, and 
barring any school move, he should be on 
the team for time to come.
Roller hockey has four position players 
and a goalie as opposed to ice hockey where 
there are five position players and a goalie.
At the tournament on Oct. 9, the Otters 
lost to Long Beach State (5-3), lost 
to Evergreen Valley College (5-3), won 
against Sonoma State (8-6), and won 
against USC(ll-7).
During the regular season the team 
competes in the Western Collegiate Roller 
Hockey League (WCRHL).
“The team’s strong point is defense. Ben 
Brackin, Frank Savino, Russell Taylor and 
Ernesto Pacleb have all played two sea­
sons or more. So experience in defense is 
definitely not missing,” commented Eric 
Chavez, the team’s coach.
“Offense is going to be led by sopho­
mores Marc Lu and Nick Kramer, two 
great offensive playmakers. Tim Menz 
returns after a couple of injured seasons,
The path you choose today 
can lead to tomorrow’s success.
If you’re ready to apply your knowledge and skills in the post­
graduation job market, then toss your hat in with State Fund.
State Fund, the leading workers' compensation insurance 
carrier in California,is interested in graduates seeking 
opportunity and stability. We offer a wide range of positions 
throughout California, plus an environment that will foster 
your continued growth.
At State Fund you’ll find exceptional benefits, professional 
training to expand your horizons, and many advancement 
possibilities.
Learn how you can join us by visiting www.scif.com or by 
contacting Human Resources at 415-565-1722.Then launch 
your career with State Fund and rise to new heights.
but is always an offensive threat for the 
other team to worry about. I expect all of 
our games to be close, but it’s going to be 
our defense that wins it,” added Chavez, 
who played when the club first started 
five years ago.
“Currently we are unranked nationally. 
However, we have two games against 
ranked teams, hopefully we can steal a win 
and get some recognition,” said Menz.
The team is sponsored by Waste 
Management and raises money from 
team-organized events like “Skate Night.” 
Water City hosted this season’s first 
“Skate Night” with a 70s theme. Everyone 
dressed in 70s attire and skated for several 
hours while the deejay played funky songs 
from the decade.
If anyone is interested or has questions, 
e-mail team captains Russell Taylor or 
Benjamin Brackin via FirstClass. The team 
practices on Wednesdays behind Bldg. 47 
at the tennis courts, and on Fridays at 3 
p.m. at Water City off Second Avenue. It’s 
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Volleyball player works hard for what she gets
By Darrell Hiroshima, Sports Editor 
Darrell_Hirashima@csumb.edu
The ability to transcend one’s sport is the 
measure of greatness eluding most ath­
letes and coaches, regardless of accom­
plishments or recognition.
Pete Newell and John Wooden are two 
former college basketball coaches who 
transcend basketball, transcend coach­
ing, and throughout 70 years of teaching, 
have transcended time. And last week­
end, these teachers of the game of life 
came to CSUMB to share yet another 
lesson with a packed room of awe-struck 
admirers in the UC (see “Legendary 
Coaches,” pg. 10)
You don’t even need to know what a 
basketball looks like to be able to learn 
something from Coach Wooden or Coach 
Newell. And since life is just a metaphor 
for basketball anyway, anything they 
teach can apply to just ablut anyone
“Young people need good models, 
not critics.”
‘Tailure to prepare is preparing to fail.”
These are just a few of the famous say­
ings Wooden used to motivate his students. 
When discussing how his own values were 
shaped, he often refers to a seven-point 
creed passed on to him by his father.
“Be true to yourself. Help others. Make 
each day your masterpiece. Drink deeply 
from good books. Make friendship a fine 
art. Build a shelter against a rainy day. 
Pray for guidance, and count and give 
thanks for your blessings every day.”
In Wooden’s new book, “My Personal 
Best,” he says when people ask if he was 
able to live up to his dad’s advice, he 
quotes this poem: “I’m not what I ought 
to be, Not what I want to be, Not what 
I’m going to be, But I am thankful that 
I’m better than I used to be.”
Coach Newell was asked if he had any 
advice for a young coach, without hesi­
tation he said, “Keep learning. When I 
coached my first game, I thought I knew 
everything. And when I coached my last 
game, I realized I didn’t.”
Newell and Wooden achieved unparal­
leled respect and success in and beyond 
their field, but with over 180 years between 
them, these legends are improving.
If you can’t learn from that, you might 
as well stop trying.
By Louie Vicuna, Staff Reporter
Luis_Vtcuna@csumb.edu
“I., am .. number one! Two is no con­
tender, and three, no one remembers!” 
These are the words blaring through her 
car stereo as number 15 drives to the gym 
to face the next opponent.
Short on height, big on heart, fractured 
thumb and all, senior outside hitter Jillian 
Bach has been a key player for the Otter 
volleyball team as they battle through their 
inaugural season in the prestigious CCAA 
and NCAA Div. II.
“I did it two days before our first tour­
nament,” said Bach, looking at her taped 
thumb. “I fractured the top bone. It’s fine 
though; I just tape it up.”
As an outside hitter, Bach defines her 
role on the court as “picking up where 
the blockers are faced, and trying to work 
around the block.”
A testament to her determination and 
enormous heart Bach has bunked the 
norm by playing a position that is usually 
reserved for taller players.
“She worked really hard in the off­
season to play the front line where she’s 
undersized,” senior Danica Kumara said.
Bach added, “Since I’m not the biggest 
jumper I like to use the block, or find the 
weaknesses and hit the open shot. When 
I get here, I get my game face and start 
focusing and preparing. I also start check­
ing out the other girls. I like to pick out one 
girl on the other team and focus on shutting
“Late Night with the Otters”
Full Spring tuition will be one of the night’s prizes
By Darrell Hiroshima, Sports Editor
Darrell_Hirashima@csumb.edu
Tonight, Thursday, Oct. 14, CSUMB stu­
dents have an excuse to stay up late besides 
perusing through adult oriented websites.
The second annual “Late Night with the 
Otters” promises to be an evening of silly 
games and serious fun. The doors of the 
Otter Sports Center will open at 10:45 p.m. to 
welcome all CSUMB students free of charge. 
Those who attend will enjoy rollback prices 
on concessions (hot dog, popcorn and soda
her dpwn. I like to pick on someone.”
Along with picking on new opponents in 
a new division come new challenges. “It’s 
really exciting facing new teams,” said 
Bach. “They’re put together a lot better 
than last year, but we get better as we go 
through the tough games.”
On Saturday, Oct. 2 the volleyball team 
played host to the Chico State Wildcats. 
CSUMB came out of the gate guns blaz­
ing, taking the first two games of the 
match. But the Wildcats roared back 
sweeping the last three games to take the 
match from the Otters.
“Our number one strength is our hitting. 
We have some real strong hitters on our 
team,” said senior middle blocker Lindsay 
Molinaro. “We have a little trouble with 
our defense. We need to toughen up with 
no mental breaks.”
Despite the Otters’ lack of winning 
ways, Bach believes the keys to their suc­
cess are “everybody keeping a positive 
attitude, working hard all the time and not 
letting down.”
Some surprises for the Otters have been 
the freshmen that “have really pulled 
through,” according to Bach. “They’re tal­
ented and helping out the team tremen­
dously,” she added.
Bach’s coaches have seen how her work 
ethic and determination set a strong exam­
ple for the team, last year as the team 
leader in digs, and this year as a captain 
and senior leader.
“She’s definitely a role model,” said
for $1), and the first 150 people there will 
receive a free “Late Night” t-shirt.
If one takes pride in the ability to stuff 
junk food down their gullet faster than 
Morgan Spurlock can say, “super size me,” 
than the first annual hot dog eating contest 
is right up your alley.
If you can’t cut the mustard in that event, 
then maybe making a layup, free throw, 
three-pointer and half-court shot in 30 
seconds is more your style. Sound tough? 
How about this for incentive, the winner 
takes home a full tuition scholarship for
assistant coach Jamie Weiler. “She works 
hard in the off-season, and I think the 
younger girls look up to that.”
Head coach Jerry Gregg said, “Jill is 
a solid player. She works hard and she’s 
very competitive.”
“Jill is an awesome player,” said Molinaro. 
“She works harder than anybody.”
A Global Studies major, Bach plans to 
graduate this spring and attend Culinary 
Art School next fall. “I’m going to 
become a chef.”
So what’s the chef’s favorite dish?
“Fettuccini Alfredo, with shrimp.”
PHOTO BY CHAD GHIRON
Jillian Bach works on her serve with teammate 
Lindsey Molinaro
the Spring semester. Knowing that makes 
throwing up a few bricks in front of hun­
dreds of people a little more tolerable.
The basketball teams will have a dunk and 
three-point contests, and the coaches of both 
teams, Bill Trumbo and Amber Magner, will 
go head-to-head in a shooting contest.
The night doesn’t end until 1 a.m., but 
the cheerleaders and dance team will be on 
hand to keep up the pep. And if that doesn’t 
work, you can always try to eat 50 hotdogs 
in five minutes, just don’t read the Naked 
Otter before you go.
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Dodgeball: not just for typical jocks
First a brief history on 
the origin of the world 
renowned game of dodge­
ball:
Dodgeball was estab­
lished in elementary 
schools across the nation 
in the 1950s. Children of 
all ages were given the 
opportunity to slam their 
least-favorite bullies in the 
face wih a red rubber ball.
An approved physical 
education activity, even 
the most unathletic of stu­
dents were able to take 
advantage of this extreme 
sport and take out their 
opponents by smacking 
them in the face.
What child wouldn’t 
enjoy this competition?
The University Studies Abroad Consortium, with programs in 24 
countries, allows students to master languages and study disciplines — 
including business, fine arts and history — at distinguished, overseas 
schools. Soak up the vibrant culture and be transformed by the 
experience of living in a foreign land.
• Summer, semester and yearlong programs • Wide range of academic 
courses • Internships • Language classes at all levels • Field trips and 
tours • Small classes • University credit • Scholarships • Housing
By Chris Gallegos, Staff Reporter 
Christopher_Gallegos@csumb . EDU
A black foam ball hits a tall young 
man with a grey t-shirt in the 
chest. He falls to his knees. A 
smile lights up his face, and he 
bounces back to his feet with 
tiger-like precision.
Welcome to the wide world 
of CSUMB’s intramural sports. 
This dodgeball game was part of 
a series of 2-week games set up 
by Amber Magner, CSUMB’s 
intramural coordinator and head 
women’s basketball coach.
  “We’ve got all kinds of equip­
ment and our biggest challenge 
is getting people to participate,” 
said Magner.
Magner explained the pro­
gram was created to provide 
fun, competitive games for all 
students, not only CSUMB's 
student athletes. Past intra­
mural activities have included 
racquetball and volleyball,
and Magner is con­
stantly introducing 
new games.
“A lot of people 
forget where we 
are,” Magner said, 
referring to the Otter 
Sports Center’s lonely 
presence at the end of 
Third Street.
Those who were 
in attendance had not 
forgotten. The testos­
terone-laden mood on dodgeball’s 
first night was like that of a more 
serious sport.. .say hockey. Dodge 
ball’s seriousness stops at the cli­
ché of being the “last kid picked 
for dodge ball.”
Even the last kid picked gets 
to hurl a ball at someone’s face. 
How serious can going home with 
a black eye be?
But that’s what it was on the 
last night of dodgeball’s two-week 
run to the two guys with sweat 
soaked t-shirts in each other’s
face screaming profanities over a 
questionable out. It was real to a 
pissed off man with a sleeveless 
grey shirt and pumped up biceps 
purposely throwing balls at the 
female spectators refusing to get 
off the top level of the bleachers 
and play.
It was seriously good fun, and 
a good reminder that CSUMB 
does have an intramural pro­
gram that’s more than willing to 
offer athletic activities to even 




To post an event e-mail Darrell 
Hiroshima via First Class
Friday, Oct 15
Women’s Volleyball 7 p.m. 
Otters vs. Cal Poly Pomona 
Broncos @ OSC.
Saturday, Oct. 16
Women’s Volleyball 7 
p.m. Otters vs. Cal State 
Dominguez Hills Toros @
OSC.
‘Lake San Antonio Water 
Skiing Sat. 8 a.m.-Sun 6 p.m. 
Includes two nights, three 
days, camping, food, boat, ski 
equipment and transportation.
Wednesday, Oct. 20
Women’s Volleyball 7 p.m. 
Otters vs. Notre Dame de 
Namur Argonauts @ OSC.
Friday, Oct. 22
Soccer Doubleheader 12:30/3 
p.m. Otters vs. Chico State 
Wildcats @ CSUMB Soccer 
Complex.
‘Sykes Hot Springs - Big Sur 
Backpacking Fri. 5 p.m.-Sun.
5 p.m. Pre-trip meeting Oct.
21, 5:30 p.m. in Bldg. 93
Monday, Oct. 25-26
Women’s Golf - Golfmart 
Lady Otter Invitational @
Black Horse Golf Course.
Wednesday, Oct. 27
Soccer Doubleheader 12:30/3 
p.m. Otters vs. San Francisco 
State Gators @ CSUMB 
Sports Complex.
Friday, Oct. 29
Women’s Volleyball 7 
p.m. Otters vs. Cal State 
Bakersfield Roadrunners @ 
OSC.
Saturday, Oct. 30
 Sanctuary Kayaking 11 a.m.- 
2 p.m. Guided tour of the 
Monterey Bay.
*Go to csumb.edu/adventures 
or Bldg. 93 to register and for 
more info on these events.
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legendary coaches lend fame to Otter athletics
Wooden and Newell reflect on a lifetime of teaching at the UC
By Darrell Hiroshima, Sports Editor
Darrell_Hirashima@csumb . EDU
To call John Wooden and Pete Newell 
legends hardly does justice to the influ­
ence and impact these two men have 
had on the game of basketball and 
the people they came in contact with.
On Oct. 9 at the University Center, the 
89-year-old Newell, and Wooden who turns 
94 on Oct. 15, shared the evening with an 
audience that included coaches who are 
unquestionably legends in their own right. 
But even Bill Walsh and Lute Olsen found 
themselves overshadowed by the presence 
of two coaches who have taught so much 
more than basketball over the last 70 years.
“They are gurus and mentors,” said 
CSUMB Athletic Director Bill Trumbo.
At UCLA the “Wizard of Westwood,” as 
Wooden was known during his coaching 
days, won an unheard of 10 NCAA cham­
pionships, including seven straight from 
1966-73. He was the first man ever inducted 
to the National Basketball Hall of Fame as 
both a player and a coach, and still had time 
to be named Father of the Year in 1964.
Newell coached the University of 
San Francisco to a National Invitational 
Tournament championship in 1949 (The 
NIT was the top college basketball tour­
ney before the NCAA came around). He 
coached UC Berkeley to an NCAA cham­
pionship in 1959. And, in 1960 he became
John Wooden (I) and Pete Newell rehash the good 'ol days
the first coach to win championships in the 
NIT, NCAA and Olympics, when his team 
won Gold at Squaw Valley.
The moderator for “Center Court with 
Wooden and Newell: An Evening with 
the Legends” was former UCLA bas­
ketball coach and current ESPN analyst, 
Steve Lavin. Lavin went so far as to com­
pare Wooden and Newell to Abe Lincoln 
and Thomas Jefferson, as he described 
the coaches as “half of Mount Rushmore
PHOTO BY DARRELL HIRASHIMA
of college basketball.”
No one in the audience disagreed with 
Lavin’s assessment. In fact, many were 
likely wondering why a monument of 
that magnitude had yet to be erected for 
the coaches.
While no one has committed their like­
nesses to a cliff face, a living monument 
to Wooden and Newell exists in the lives 
of every person who ever had a chance 
to speak with, listen to, or learn from two
of the most committed and compassionate 
teachers alive.
Proceeds from the event went to ben­
efit the CSUMB athletic department, and 
the Pete Newell Scholarship Endowment, 
which provides scholarship support for the 
Otter basketball program.
Senior forward Jared Jungwirth from the 
men’s basketball team, and Ventura College 
transfer Karly Castro from the women’s bas­
ketball team, were recognized that evening 
as the first recipients of the endowment.
Wooden and Newell sat in large, rather 
stately looking leather chairs, positioned 
on the stage of the UC Ballroom, with 
Lavin in the middle facilitating the con­
versation with the legendary coaches. The 
teachers reflected on the impact of dunks 
and threes, the emergence of the women’s 
game, America’s Olympic basketball deba­
cle, and sometimes, even on each other.
Wooden showed his respect for Newell 
as Wooden thanked his fellow coach for 
retiring when he did so they “were able to 
win some championships.”
Later in the night, Wooden couldn’t 
pass up an opportunity to poke fun at the 
temperament of both men, after Newell 
commented that he only had one techni­
cal foul called on him all the while he 
was coaching.
Wooden had to question Newell’s true 
competitiveness, “In my career, I got 
twice as many.”
Get a grip and repelí your stress away
By Leslie Lamcke, Staff Reporter 
Leslie_Lamcke@csumb.edu
Achieving a goal that’s set while 
still on the ground and reaching that 
goal more than 50 feet above tire 
ground is what keeps rock climbing 
such a great alternative sport.
Not far from campus in a lit­
tle niche behind the strip mall 
known as Sand City resides a 
little known hangout called the 
Sanctuary Rock Gym.
What’s a “rock gym?” one 
might ask. At Sanctuary, it is a 
gym like any other, except its 
focus is climbing. Rock climbing 
is a sport that encompasses skill, 
strength and finesse in a way 
many other sports do not. This is 
a unique way to see another side
of life from up above.
One CSUMB Otter, ESSP
junior David “Ace” Franco, loves 
to climb at Sanctuary. “[Rock 
climbing] gives me a sense of 
freedom and takes me to a place 
no other sport has taken me,” 
Franco said. “I have been climb­
ing for like three years and will do 
it till I die.. .just the fact the it is a 
great workout and you get to meet 
a lot of new interesting people.”
Franco’s climbing experience 
started at a rock gym, “It was the 
greatest job I ever had,” Franco 
said. “Since climbing is my passion, 
it was the best suitable job.” He has 
also worked at children’s camps, 
teaching them how to climb.
BUIS senior, Derek Ford, has 
been climbing since he was 12 but
still considers himself a novice.
“I like rock climbing because of 
the challenges and the effort it takes, 
and the excitement of succeeding,” 
Ford said. “It’s hard to do, but the 
accomplished goal is well worth it 
at the top,” Ford said.
From novice to advanced, 
Sanctuary Rock Gym can help 
with all the aspects of climbing. 
Fees are paid like a normal gym 
membership and you can use the 
entire gym with all the equipment 
and climb all of the walls. This 
fee includes a harness and special 
climbing shoes designed for extra 
grip on small holds.
After an initiation fee of $39, a 
membership can be obtained for 
only $36 a month. Equipment can 
run up to $100 for a harness and
more for a pair of climbing shoes. 
The gym rents these out to climb­
ers for $9 a day. Sanctuary Rock 
Gym can be reached at (831) 899- 
2595 or on their Web site at www. 
rockgym.com. CSUMB Outdoor 
Recreation also rents climbing 
equipment to students.
“People think that rock climb­
ing is all in the arms and upper 
body but they are wrong,” Franco 
said. “Climbing deals a lot with 
the legs. Climbing uses the legs 
more than the arms. Legs push 
you up. Arms, chest, and abs are 
so you stay close to the wall and 
don’t fall back.”
If you have what it takes to stay 
on the wall or if you just want to 
try something new and exciting, 
rock climbing is the way to go.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY DAVID "ACE" FRANCO
David "Ace" Franco ascends Williams Rock 
at Pinnacles.
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Chalk Fast '04
Street Painting Festival, local 
bands bring color to the Black Box
By Chad Ghiron, Photo Editor
CHAD_GHtRON@CSUMB.EDU
The Black Box Cabaret never looked more 
colorful. Blues, greens and reds lined the 
floor of the patio outside.
On Oct. 8 and 9, students tapped into 
their creative sides for the Second Annual 
Street Painting Festival.
It was a landscape of chalk and various 
assortments of ideas. There were five dif­
ferent squares, each with a different flare.
By the end of the day, one stood alone 
among the eyes of the judges. Isidro Urzua’s 
piece from Sigma Theta Psi named “On the 
Prowl for Cure,” which won first place.
A close second place went to Todd 
McCollough with his chalk tag piece 
named “KA.”
In third place, was an untitled piece 
from Sigma Theta Psi. The honorable men­
tion was given to Steele Clark for a chalk 
master piece, which showed both his love 
and admiration for CSUMB’s dear Fort 
Ord, which stated “We love Fort Ord.”
Still there was one more piece by Bill 
Benschoter, a VPA major and prep cook at 
the BBC, which made him ineligible for an 
award. Benschoter filled in the last opening 
of the Street Painting Festival with a mon­
tage of color mixed with chalk and water, 
which he named “Landscape.”
Both days ended with concerts. On 
Friday night, a DJ with dancing filled the 
room. Saturday night featured an event 
with local bands Last Night, Clockwork, 
Les Lamcke Solo Experience, The Nancy 
Boys, and Flojos Nos Visten.
PHOTOS BY CHAD GHIRON
Top left: Section of Todd 
McCollough’s second place 
piece entitled “KA." Top right: 
Part of Isidro Urzua’s chalk 
art won first place, entitled 
“On the Prowl for a Cure.”
The second half of the image 
(not shown) featured, a pink 
ribbon in memory of breast 
cancer survivors. Bottom: Bill 
Benschoter’s piece, called 
“Landscape,” was created with 
a mixture of chalk and water. 
Center: The Nancy Boys lead 
singer Keith Bruecker helps 
close the event in the band’s 
chosen get-up at their show 
on Oct. 9.
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‘Slackers’ anything but at BBC performance
By Paul Wetterau, Staff Reporter
Paul_Wetterau@csumb.edu
Hungry college students scram­
bled for the last slices of free pizza 
as slam dancers banged into each 
other while the BBC was rocking.
On Wednesday, Sept. 29 at 8 
p.m., people from hundreds of 
miles away congregated in the 
Black Box Cabaret (BBC) to see 
the Slackers and eat free pizza pro­
vided by the Otter Student Union.
'The trombone player 
had some hot dance 
moves. His red outfit 
was definitely pretty 
sassy."
-MICHELE BLACK
Ian Myslivec, a senior Global 
Studies major, said, “My friends 
didn’t believe me at first when I 
told them the Slackers were play­
ing for free. They assumed that 
they were just sold out and were
pretty amazed.”
The show opened 
with local band the 
Nancy Boys, who 
forced tired people to 
at least mosh while 
they sat on couches.
And they did!
Following the 
Nancy Boys came 
the Ohio punk band, 
the Story Changes.
After hearing the 
loud distortion from 
the band’s amplifi­
ers, a circle of spiky- 
haired slam dancers 
formed.
Without further adieu, the lead 
singer of the Slackers did a sound 
check. “Check! Check! Check!” 
the lead singer shouted.
By the sound check alone, it 
was evident the band has a gig or 
two under its belt. For BBC stan­
dards, the sound was flawless.
“I thought that they played 
great and it was one of the best 
sounding nights at the BBC,” Vito 
Triglia said. “The Slackers are 
a great legendary New York ska
PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.THESLACKERS.COM
Promotional picture of the Slackers for their album “Close my Eyes.”
band and I still can’t believe we 
had them at the BBC.”
The New York City ska band, 
with reggae, swing, soul, jazz and 
rock roots, unselfishly set each 
other up for solo opportunities that 
were executed with precision.
The seven-piece band, formed 
in 1991 under Hellcat Records, 
draws its inspiration from such 
musical legends as Bob Marley, 
the Beatles and Bob Dylan, 
according to the band's Web site 
at www.theslackers.com.
The Slackers 
have been busy 
making a name for 
themselves, with 
nine U.S. tours, 
and six European 
tours. They've 
also performed at 




according to the 
Web site.
But when the 
Slackers played 
at CSUMB's own
small venue, ladies swayed their 
hips and swung their arms like 
gypsies.
Trombone player Glen Pine, 
who resides in Williamsburg 
Brooklyn, N.Y., wore a fancy 
red shirt to accompany his 1930s 
swinger get-up. Pine worked 
the crowd into a frenzy with his 
swing dance moves and amazing 
trombone abilities.
Michele Black, a VPA senior 
who wore Converse shoes and 
rolled up jeans, said, “The trom­
bone player had some hot dance 
moves. His red outfit was defi­
nitely pretty sassy.”
Although they've stolen the 
hearts of ladies all over the coun­
try, Pine admits the band has 
played weddings, bar mitzvahs, 
and more.
“We’ve done all sorts of bizarre 
gigs. The band is ready to play 
anywhere, anytime,” said Pine.
But more recently, because of 
the band's growing concern for 
the current political situation in 
the U.S., the band released its 
EP, "International War Criminal," 
according to the site. The band 
made it available to CSUMB stu­
dents at their show the night of 
the concert.
The Slackers is now working 
on a new full length album, which 
will hopefully be released in the 
spring of 2005, the Web site said.
After seeing their site’s listing of 
their many influences from various 
genres, it’s to no surprise CSUMB 
students danced all night.
“It’s been a real privilege to 
come over here and be well 
received,” said Pine.
The Naked Otter
Sploshing: That food went where?
There is nothing more sexy and sensual 
than an otter in heat, floating seductively 
on its back, water mingling and caressing 
its smooth, silky stomach, as it opens its 
jaws slowly to insert the quivering flesh of 
a shellfish into its dark, moist mouth.
As an otter with an open mind and 
healthy sexual appetite, it is not unusual 
that this scene would arouse in the Naked 
Otter a hearty, spine-tingling lust.
As it turns out, some human beings are 
also attracted to the prospect of combining 
food and sex, only they call it “Sploshing.”
Sploshing, loosely defined, is sexual 
arousal from food being put on, in or over 
one’s tingly sex bits.
A search on Google.com, one from 
which this marine mammal may never 
fully recover, revealed that sploshing is 
not only the most calorie intensive sexual 
oddity known to man, but also a fairly 
popular fetish, with nearly 700 sites includ­
ing sploshing sections or sites completely 
devoted to sploshing.
Obviously, the most commonly featured 
food items sharing the limelight with the pom 
models are of the phallic variety. Bananas, 
cucumbers, zucchini and any kind of sausage 
or meat stick are the most popular.
Happily though, there is ‘also a place in 
the sploshing world for non-penis look­
ing foods. Yogurt and milk are also heav­
ily photographed on the naked bodies of 
nubile human females as a more delicious 
alternative to semen.
As seemingly harmless as sploshing may 
be, what of the rights of the produce? There 
are things done, in the name of sploshing, 
with butternut squash I would not wish on 
my worst enemy, and wasting a ripe banana 
inside a barely legal Russian girl’s anus 
can not be too eco-friendly. What would 
Chiquita think?
It is a wonder that radical PETA activ­
ists have not started wearing t-shirts with 
slogans such as “That Hotdog you just put 
in Your Vagina had a FACE!” and “Relish 
Rights: Every Pickle is Sacred” or “Give 
Peas a Chance.”
In any case, all this otter sees it as is a 
waste of perfectly good fruitage.
Be Serene,
The Naked Otter
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Arts & Essence
Academic Skills Achievement Program*
(aKa ASAP)
ASAP is CSUMB's on campus tutoring center.
ASAP can help you in many subjects:
Writing, Math, Technology, Science, 6SL
business




Semester Long Appoinments 
Study Halls





ASAP is located in building 7A - Phone: 831-582-4104 - asap@csumb.edu 
http://asap.csumb.edu
*We are now CFLA certified
not to be cheezy but...
The Otter Realm
Graduate 8 Professional School Day
2004
Tuesday, October 26, fOam - fpm
University Center Ballroom
Financial Aid Tips for Graduate School 
8
How to apply for
Graduate School 
Tuesday, October 26, 10- 12:30pm
Building 29 Rooms: #if4-ff6
For more information or to request language interpreters or other disability-related 
accommodations, please contact CDO at 582-3845, or email career development@csumb.edu
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DC PIZZA
good food makes good design!
Late night pizza hours: Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, 8 p.m. - midnight
Arts & Essence
I remembered the 
sweet kiss of my 
girlfriend’s lips, the 
warmth of a hug from 
my parents, and the 
feeling of a warm 
refreshing shower.
PHOTO BY MARIAN MUHAMMAD
Remembering life with the 
Day of the Dead celebration
By Marian Muhammad, Staff Reporter
Marian_Muhammad@csumb.edu
A Short Story
Waiting for the Sky
Part 3:
The Final Installment
By Adam Joseph, Staff Reporter
On the bed beside me was a slight, Mexican man. He had walnut 
colored skin and his hair was a herd of galloping wild horses. He 
explained in broken English that when your last name is announced 
over the loudspeaker along with the phrase, “Roll it up,” you are free 
to go.
I waited to hear those words. I’d wake up at night to listen for 
those words. I wondered what was going on in the world outside. 
Did everyone forget about me? Did they know I’ve already been 
waiting for two days?
I was in a world that I never thought I would ever visit. Surrealism 
took on many other new meanings. The sky grew further away in 
time. At meal times I’d just stare at my grade Z, processed meat 
and slimy garbanzo beans waiting to go back to my bed and listen 
for my name attached to that million-dollar phrase. Time was a new 
kind of abstract. A clock was as common as a filet mignon dinner in
---------------------------------- that place.
Through the few, miniscule, 
rectangular windows, scattered 
up high on the back wall, I 
could see the sky. I didn’t see 
the sky I once knew. Instead, I 
saw an impressionistic painting. 
The painting changed frequently 
from blue to white, gray, pink, 
red, black, and sometimes the
______________________ dreadful color of orange.
I tried to let that vision of 
impressionistic art become a method of knowing the time of day, 
but dawn, dusk, and overcast all looked the same to me. I began to 
think there was no time at all. There was just a pause in life, as I once 
knew it.
On the fifth day of my lock-up, waiting felt like a lost cause. But 
I had to wait I had nothing else to do. As I lay on my bed, I remem­
bered what I did when I wasn’t spending my days waiting. I remem­
bered the sweet kiss of my girlfriend’s lips, the warmth of a hug from 
my parents, and the feeling of a warm refreshing shower.
At that moment I heard what I had been waiting for, “Joseph, roll it 
up.” A euphoric rush sizzled throughout my entire body. I leaped out 
of my bed faster than a lion leaping on its prey. I was lead through an 
institutionalized labyrinth of hallways to get to the room where I was 
given my clothes back.
I yearned for that fresh air which I once knew, as I raced through 
a plethora of paperwork authorizing my release. I scribbled out my 
final signature and was soon face to face with the exit sign. Its red 
glow shone back at me in eternal bliss.
I stepped outside unworried of explanation to my family or the 
path that lay ahead of me. All I could do at that moment was gaze 
into the luminous mass of sky above, in utter relief. I know now and I 
knew at that moment the value of my freedom. I vowed that I’d never 
have to wait for the sky again, as long as I live.
An array of tables festively 
decorated with sugar skulls, hot 
chocolate, and pan dulce (sweet 
bread) join walls laced with color 
as papel picado (pierced paper) 
decoratively makes its way across 
the room, Day of the Dead never 
sounded so sweet.
Day of the Dead, also known as 
Dia de los Muertos, is a Mexican 
tradition celebrated on the first 
two days of November in remem­
brance and honor for those who 
have passed.
This year’s Day of the Dead 
will be celebrated on Nov. 2 at 
6 p.m. in the University Center 
(UC) Ballroom. The Day of the 
Dead celebration has been held at 
CSUMB since the fall of 1995 and 
will be presented by the Visual and 
Public Arts (VPA) department.
During the celebration the spir­
its of the dead are believed to 
be able to make their way back 
amongst the living.
“When you’re making the altar
PHOTO BY MARIAN MUHAMMAD
they live again for you,” said 
Amalia Mesa-Bains, director of the 
Institute for Visual and Public Arts.
Altars containing food, bever­
ages, pictures, flowers and candles 
are put together during this event 
by different clubs/organizations 
as an offering to the dead.
Cecilia Arias-Deniz, Sigma Theta 
Psi member, said, “Last year we 
made an altar; our main focus was 
women who passed away or had 
been affected by breast cancer.”
Other clubs/organizations 
participating in this year’s cel­
ebration of Day of the Dead will 
be M.E.Ch.A, OLLIN, and the 
Multicultural Feminist Group.
“A lot of Latino groups celebrate 
it because it ties in to their culture,” 
said Nallely Gutiérrez, external 
representative for M.E.Ch.A
The theme for this year’s Day 
of the Dead celebration will be 
Memory and family: The his­
tory of CSUMB. Having lost a 
family member this past sum­
mer, Mesa-Bains said, “People 
need to find a way to remember. 
Memory is a bridge between the 
living and the dead.”
During this year’s celebration, 
the VPA department will be hold­
ing various workshops in Building 
DAY OF DEAD continued on page 16
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Comcast 
Standard Cable with HBO 
and




per month for 9 months
Share this great rate 
with your roommates:
4 roommates...... $18.75/ each
3 roommates...... $25.00/ each
2 roommates...... $37.50/ each
A$
Call 1-888-824-8462 íCOITlCQSt
or visit us at www.comcast.com 1
Riff Raff strikes again
By Cristina Medina. Staff Reporter
Martha_Medina@csumb.edu
Sweet transvestites! Get ready for a science 
fiction double feature, because its time for 
the time warp again.
Jaylene Appelbaum, a TAT senior, and 
CSUMB alumni Camille Walker will be 
co-directing “The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show.” The show will be performed on Oct.
In the castle there’s Magenta, 
an Incestuous maid, and her 
hunchback brother Riff Raff, 
as well as a resident groupie 
Columbia.
29 at 9 p.m. in the BBC for one night only. 
“The Rocky Horror Picture Show” is a
film full of eccentrics and sexuality where 
couple Brad and Janet get lost in the rain 
finding themselves at Dr. Frank-N-Furter’s 
castle, a transvestite from the planet 
Transsexual in the galaxy Transylvania.
In the castle there’s
Magenta, an incestuous 
maid, and her hunch­
back brother Riff Raff, 
as well as a resident 
groupie Columbia. The 
annual celebration of the 
visitors from the Planet 
Transsexual takes place 
at Frank-N-Furter’s 
castle where he reveals 
Rocky Horror, and many 
actions follow.
Auditions took place 
at the beginning of 
October. Appelbaum 
and Walker found stu­
dents who are willing 
to lip synch as well as 
“look the part and be 
able to have stage pres­
ence,” said Walker.
Appelbaum and 
Walker got the idea 
after they saw the show 
in San Luis Obispo.
Appelbaum and Walker 
need to pay $600 for the 
license from Criterion 
films in order to play 
the film in the back­
ground the show.
Both Appelbaum and Walker are putting 
together the colorful, sexy and eccentric 
costumes and props.
Roger Tanioka, a TAT junior, was cast as 
Rocky for the performance. “It’s an awe­
some show; people will be entertained, and 
I suspect people have seen it,” said Tanioka, 
hoping students will go see the show.
This performance will only be open 
for CSUMB students. Shows in the past 
that involved “Rocky Horror” have been 
open to the public to gain profit. However, 
Appelabum said it’s open for students only 
as a non profit event.
In case students need extra incentive 
to attend, a “virginal” surprise can be 
expected for first time viewers. It’s a tradi­
tion that has been practiced by the perform­
ing cast, where first time viewers will be 
astonished of the outcomes of what is in 
store for the audience.
Whether students have seen the movie or the 
performance live, the cast will expect a great 
turn out, as well as a dressed up audience.
All students have to do now is practice 
the time warp, get fishnet stockings, red 
rouge and get on with the show!
GRAPHIC BY SARA DOWE
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WOULDN'T THOSE RAMEN NOODLES TASTE BETTER IN FRONT OF THE TV?
Arts & Essence
By Paul Wetterau, Staff Reporter
Paul_Wetterau@csumb.edu
PHOTO BY CAROL ROSEGG
Flamenco Vivo brings to the stage an emotionally charged, dramatic dance.
Day of Dead
...from page 14
72. These workshops teach students as well 
as members of the community different
PHOTO BY MARIAN MUHAMMAD
Before CSUMB, US soldiers stationed at 
Fort Ord Army base marched into Hansen 
Theater to watch movies. Now, anyone 
can saunter into the World 
Theater to admire intricate 
rhythmic footwork and 
classical Spanish dance.
On Tuesday, Oct. 19 
at 7:30 p.m., CSUMB’s 
World Theater will host 
“Flamenco Vivo Carlota 
Santana.”
Flamenco Vivo’s per­
formance will include 
elements , of ballet and 
classical Spanish music. 
Nevertheless, its nuances 
of jazz, blues and rock will 
help attract even larger 
audiences.
Dancers dresses will spin 
around like flying accor­
dions. Then, almost every 
muscle in their bodies will 
help them freeze to resem­
ble elaborate statues.
traditional Mexican crafts such as papel 
picado, calaveras de azúcar (sugar skulls), 
and la ofrenda (paper maché skulls), which 
are used to help decorate the altars. 
M.E.Ch.A and Events Workgroup will 
be holding a Dia de los 
Muertos dance on Oct. 
29 from 8 p.m.-12 a.m. 
in the UC Ballroom.
Students, faculty, and 
community members are 
also invited to submit the 
names of friends and fam­
ily who have passed to be 
displayed upon The Wall 
of Remembrance, which 
will be set up in the UC 
during this event.
Submissions for The 
Wall of Remembrance 
will be taken from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. on Oct. 
20 in the UC lobby. 
Students can also send 
photos in via e-mail 
at muertos@csumb. 
eduThe VPA depart­
ment is hoping to bring 
together the members of 
the CSUMB community 
through this celebra­
tion in hopes of one day 
establishing a family his­
tory on this campus.
PHOTO BY LOIS GREENFIELD
A culturally diverse form of dance, Flamenco is highly expressive, conveying the most basic human emotions.
Dawn Gibson-Brehon, Presenting 
Program and World Theater director, said, 
“Flamenco music and dance is influenced 
by many cultures, even though many refer 
to the art form as mainly coming from 
Spain.”
Gibson-Brehon, who has attended inter­
national arts research trips in Brazil and 
Japan, can’t wait.
“This is a great opportunity for our stu­
dent assistants to learn how to work with 
international artists,” said Gibson-Brehon.
In previous performances, Santana’s per­
fectly parted dark black hair and golden 
earrings have illuminated the stage. On her 
tippy-toes, her high-heeled shoes would 
flex and spin for hours.
Flamenco Vivo, based in New York 
City, was founded in 1983 as the Spanish 
Dance Arts Company by Roberto Lorca 
and Carlota Santana. Their mission was to 
break boundaries between cultures using 
the universal spirit of flamenco.
Flamenco can be for everyone. Gypsies 
suffering tyranny also practiced the art. 
They’d release pent-up hatred through dra­
matic movements.
“The show will be a good opportu­
nity to learn about Spanish culture and 
Flamenco dance, as well as the other cul­
tures that influenced Flamenco (Judaic, 
Gypsy, Arabic, etc).”
Rita Feliciano, Bay area dance critic, 
will facilitate a post-show discussion.
16 Otter Realm | October 14 - 27, 2004




and queer (LGBTQ) community and to 
fight homophobia.”
Prince is one of many allies and mem­
bers of the LGBT community that came to 
the main quad from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. on
Oct. 11 to sit in the soggy grass, paint anti- 
Bush and anti-homophobia t-shirts and 
“enjoy the good times and good people,” 
said Tiana Trutna, an LS senior.
Although the sentiment of the group 
participating in the gathering was posi­
tive, Prince spoke of the homophobia that
PHOTOS BY RACHEL KANE
is still apparent at CSUMB. “Our entire 
culture is heterosexist so our campus is a 
smaller reflection of that,” she said.
Daniel Lyons, a Social History senior, 
said, “Ultimately, we’re here to create vis­
ibility. Events like this and today help cre­
ate visibility and reinforce that visibility.”
The Low Down
To post an event, please e-mail 
Michelle Burke via FirstClass.
Thursday, Oct. 14.
“Fahrenheit 9/11.’’ Double showing of 
Michael Moore’s controversial political 
film. 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. World Theater. 
Free. Contact Events Workgroup, 
Associated Students or Otter Student 
Housing Association via FirstClass.
Thursday, Oct. 14
Belle Yang. VPA visiting artist shares her 
ancestors' stories through her artwork. 
Reception at 6 p.m., lecture at 6:30 p.m. 
University Center Living Room. Free 
admission. Contact VPA.
Friday, Oct. 15
O-Cotton Fair and Rally. Vendors bring 
organic cotton products and informa­
tion to CSUMB. Live music. 9 p.m.
BBC. Free admission. Contact Dennis 
Randolph via FirstClass.
Monday, Oct 18, Wednesday, Oct 20
Vagina Monologues auditions. No prior 
acting experience needed. Monday: 8-10 
p.m. Wednesday 12-2 p.m., 8-10 p.m. 
Building 18, Room TBA. Contact Ashley 
Simmons via FirstClass.
Tuesday, Oct 19
Flamenco Vivo Carlota Santana. 7:30 
p.m. World Theater. $10 CSUMB 
Students; $22 groups; $25 general 
public. Contact the World Theater at 
582-4580.
Wednesday, Oct. 27
“US.” Tim Miller, internationally 
acclaimed performance artist, shares his 
work that explores his experiences as a 
gay man. 7:30 p.m. World Theater. $7 
CSUMB students; $17 groups; $20 gen­
eral public. Contact the World Theater at 
582-4580.
Cast and Crew needed for Haunted 
House on Oct. 30 & 31. Contact Sabrina 
Hill via FirstClass.
Want to display your Halloween artwork 
between now and Nov. 1? Stop by 
to pick up an application at the BBC. 
Contact Patricia Clausen via FirstClass.
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Opinion
By Adam Joseph
One of the most beautiful amendments of 
the United States Constitution is the free­
dom of speech. It is a great thing that one 
could legally say what they want, wherever 
(public property) they want, for anyone 
who wants to listen.
It is also equally excellent that, in the 
-United States, we don’t have to listen to 
anything we don’t want to hear. I view 
the First Amendment as one of the corner­
stones of this country.
CSUMB, being a state university, follows 
the regulations of the US Constitution. This 
is very different at private colleges and 
universities who use censorship in school 
publications as well as student radio sta­
tions, however they see fit.
As an active advocate of freedom of 
speech I have speculated as to why this 
“freedom” was initially granted. The right 
to say anything you want is only valuable 
to those who use this “right” or “freedom” 
wisely, responsibly and sensibly.
No believes or listens to the ranting and 
raving of a racist vulgar ignorant fool, for
very long anyway. We have the freedom to 
walk away, turn the radio or TV off, leave 
the theatre, close the book or newspaper, 
or choose another source that provides 
information and/or insight that suits our 
personal beliefs.
Every CSUMB student is preparing 
and learning how to be an effective part 
of the large-scale US society upon gradu­
ation. On campus there is one student 
radio station, one student newspaper, 
and one campus web server. All three 
sources of media serve certain purposes 
for the students: the Otter Realm conveys 
important news and issues regarding the 
CSUMB community as well as giving 
students the opportunity to learn the ele­
ments of journalism.
The Otterstream is another resource used to 
educate students about the operations involved 
in running a radio station. It also gives students 
the freedom to express their musical tastes to 
other students live, on the air.
Self ridicule and opinions based on igno­
rance and cowardice is not the purpose of 
the Otterstream or the Otter Realm. I can­
not begin to explain how unproductive and
adolescent this exercise is!
I’ll explain how juvenile this act is through 
an example I recently heard on the channel 
71 televised broadcast of the CSUMB stu­
dent radio station, the Otterstream.
“I think the Otter Realm is a joke, yo!” 
Announced 
an unnamed 
student like a 
loud buffoon.
“They need to 
get people who 
can write, up 
in that piece, 
dog!” He continued. I continued to watch 
channel 71 until the unnamed student’s 
shift had ended.
During his entire shift there was no pres­
ence of a copy of the Otter Realm ever in 
sight. There was also no insight given as to 
what the student meant by his bold state­
ment. Nothing was specifically pointed out 
and not one example mentioned from any 
article within the Otter Realm.
Not to only single out the Otterstream, the 
“open forum” on the First class web server 
is another means in which students provide
criticism and negative feedback to student 
run organizations and activities. Again, this 
is great to have the freedom of speech but 
this “freedom” only shoots blanks if stu­
dents blindly criticize everything they have 
problems with instead of getting involved 
in, or at least 
attempt- 
ing to make 




ing on the 
Otterstream make the same amount of 
money as those students who write for the 
Otter Realm: zero. Every student who par­
ticipates in either the radio or newspaper is 
involved because they enjoy it and want to 
learn more as a means of helping them gain 
success later on out in the real world.
At this time in every student’s life, here 
at CSUMB, we are all on the same team, 
going towards that same golden light of 
graduation. There is enough negativity, 
tactless dialogue, and insensitivity waiting 
out in the real world after college.
Final ILPs? Without a schedule?
Extra paperwork for administration may prove fatal for graduating seniors
By Kali Viker
Senior year is finally here. After years of 
work and dedication, I’ve finally come to 
the end of the line, but a dark cloud hangs 
over the last days. As many of my fellow 
seniors may know, as of Sept. 1 our fate 
has been sealed.
A finalized Independent Learning Plan 
(ILP) was due along with our graduation 
application. As we
all know, the ILP is 
law when it comes 
to graduation; what­
ever the ILP says, is 
what you are con­
tracted to take and 
if you do not, you 




difficult to know what courses are going 
to be offered in the coming semester and 
therefore finalize your ILP. After con­
versations with administrative personnel,
25 percent of courses that were 
offered have been cancelled; 
that’s one out of every four 
classes! With a ratio like that, 
how can a student be expected to 
compose a final ILP?
I’ve come to find that in the current fall 
semester, 25 percent of courses that were 
offered have been cancelled; that’s one 
out of every four classes! With a ratio like 
that, how can a student be expected to 
compose a final ILP?
If that wasn’t enough of an obstacle, at 
the time the graduation application is due, 
the spring schedule has yet to be published. 
However it’s difficult to discern how much of 
a benefit it is to students considering the high 
rate of cancellations.
Of course the 
administrative 
answer to this prob­
lem is that students 
need to use the ILP 
substitution form. 
However with 
1,153 seniors this 
year and one out of 
four classes being 
cancelled, there are 
going to be a large number of these substi­
tutions being filed.
For those of you have worked in an
office setting with thousands of files, you 
know that sometimes papers get misplace, 
misfiled, or the data on the paper is incor­
rectly entered in to the computer. With 
every piece of paper filed, the odds of a 
mishap grow.
With something as important as a final 
ILP it is crucial to the futures of the stu­
dents that no mishaps occur, otherwise 
come graduation day some of us will be 
without a diploma due to a clerical error. I 
sure hope that I’m not one of them and I’m 
sure you don’t want to be one either.
It is the opinion of this student and of the 
faculty and administrators that I’ve talked 
to, that the root of the problem is multifac­
eted. One cause is obviously the budget, 
as departments don’t have the money to 
pay professors to teach all the courses they 
want to offer.
Another being that there is no formal cur­
riculum board that regulates which courses 
need to be offered so that students are able 
to complete requirements. There is also no 
written policy that mandates when courses 
should be offered and how often.
This results in the high cancellation 
rate that we experiencing, which mani­
fests as problematic finalized ILPs for 
seniors. It affects all students on this 
campus, though depending on where a 
student is in the academic process, it 
affects each student differently.
Unfortunately this lack of policy, money 
and planning affects all of us and for some 
of us it will affect the rest of our lives.
Hey Otters- We're college 
students; we all have opinions. 
We want to hear what you have 
to say...good and bad!!
Write a letter tot he ediotor or 
submit a guest opinion piece for 
publishing in The Otter Realm. 
Send all letters (up to 300 words) 
and opinion pieces (up to 600 
words) to
Erin_Lawley@csumb.edu. 
Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.
18 Otter Realm | October 14-27, 2004
Meaningless ramblings of the free world
The right to say anything you want is oniy 
valuable to those who use this “right” or 
“freedom” wisely responsibly and sensibly.
Opinion
Editorial: Political spin cycle leaves voters out to dry
Presidential debate viewers still wringing out their options
At press time, the third and 
final presidential debate of the 
2004 election will take place. 
Of course when it’s over, that’s 
when the real show begins.
Not that watching parallel cam­
paign speeches from the West 
Texas everyman and the intellec­
tual war hero isn’t entertaining. 
If you squint at the TV, it almost 
looks like Alfred E. Newman is 
debating Frankenstein’s monster. 
But the true show is afterwards, 
when the campaigners, pundits and 
special interests get their chance to 
weigh in on who “won.”
Just listen to the post debate 
analysis for the next couple of 
days. Here’s a bold prediction. 
Bush’s people will say he took the 
senator to task on his inability to 
lead the global war on terror - even 
though the debate is supposed to 
focus on domestic issues and the 
economy. Kerry’s people will say 
he revealed the president’s weak 
domestic policies that contributed 
to a net loss of over 800,000 jobs. 
Then Bush will scream, “Higher 
taxes!” And Ralph Nader will be 
screaming at his TV.
The landscape of American pol­
Otter Oops
• In our September 30 issue, The Otter Realm stated Administrative Analyst Christin Strang- 
Lopez was the first Republican Club adviser. Liberal Studies Assistant Professor, Dr. Robert 
Welsskirch was the first adviser.
• The photos on page 12 of the earthquake drill were taken by Colleen Cooney.
itics has evolved to a point where 
politicians, and even regular citi­
zens, have become so entrenched 
in their view they disregard any 
other perspective before even 
considering it.
All sides are guilty of this, yes, 
even Nader. America is treating 
this like a fight, well it’s not a 
fight, it’s an election. And when 
you fight, you don’t worry about 
making things better for all sides, 
you focus on beating your enemy.
Wouldn’t you know it, the 
media is just eating it up, and 
laughing their asses off all the 
way to their high access cocktail 
parties. All they are really look­
ing for is good TV, and if the Real 
World taught us anything, it’s that 
there is no better TV than two 
people who don’t like each other, 
don’t understand each other and 
won’t listen to each other battle it 
out in a good old fashioned yell­
ing match.
Just think where we would 
be, if each side honestly tried to 
understand the other with pure 
compassion and balanced perspec­
tive. Think what we would have if 
regular citizens got loud enough to
drown out the multinational corpo­
rations whispering in every,policy 
maker’s ear. Think what would 
happen if voters stopped listen­
ing to the party line and actually 
tried to educate themselves on the 
issues. Come to think of it, that 
would be a democracy.
Want to point the finger. Blame 
the liberal media, or the conser­
vative conspiracy. Or was it the 
conservative media and the liberal 
conspiracy? Or was it a conserva­
tive liberal with a media conspir­
acy? It’s enough to make one’s 
head spin (no pun intended).
With all the political spin on 
the TV, radio, in the papers and 
on the Internet, is there really 
any hope of get­
ting any honest 
analysis from 
the debates? The 
answer is yes.
Yes if you pay 
attention to what 
people are really 
saying, yes if 
you go to more 
sources than just 

















And hell yes, if you have a keen 
enough nose to catch the faint 
whiff of bullshit permeating from 
the television.
As Samuel L. Jackson’s charac­
ter in Jackie Brown, Ordell Robie, 
said of his “fine little surfer girl.” 
“I can’t trust Melanie. But I can 
trust Melanie to be Melanie.” 
Truer words could never be spo­
ken about the administration, the 
challengers and everyone else in 
between. We may not be able to 
trust these people, but we can 
trust them to be themselves.
So what do we know about 
these people? They are people 
remember. Both Kerry and Bush 
















tory professor instructed them both 
when they attended the university. 
Take a wild guess on who paid 
more attention. They were both 
in the military during the Vietnam 
War, but only one actually saw the 
country where the war was hap­
pening. We also know they both 
have money. But one is in oil and 
the other is in ketchup.
Eerily alike, yet obviously dif­
ferent. Two candidates in a bitter 
struggle for the future of a nation. 
Sounds more like Shakespeare 
than CNN, but the battle is on and 
neither side will give an inch. So 
attach the bayonets of rhetoric, 
because the election has turned 
into a fight.
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Shaun Temple: highway Chile
By Christopher Gallegos, Staff Reporter 
Christopher_gallegos@csumb.edu
Pausing for a second, Shaun 
Temple, looks slightly embar­
rassed at his inability to recall the 
word “accustomed” in English.
This might be surprising if 
Temple were not a native English 
speaker, but he is. Why can’t he 
remember a simple word?
Temple, an HCOM senior, 
enlisted in the army after high 
school and was informed he had 
the skills to be a linguist.
The army sent him to an inten­
sive six-month Spanish course 
at Monterey’s Defense Language 
Institute (DLI).
“Learning a language at DLI is 
like drinking water out of a fire
hydrant,” Temple said recalling 
an unofficial DLI motto.
After finishing the DLI lan­
guage program, Temple spent the 
remainder of his military service 
developing the ability to read, 
write and listen to Spanish, but 
not speak it.
He developed a desire to 
speak Spanish upon returning 
to California. He enrolled in an 
exchange program at CSUMB, 
which took him to Chile.
“The first few months were really 
hard for me,” Temple said. “I knew 
nothing of the culture and my lan­
guage skills were limited. I wasn’t 
even sure if I wanted to stay.”
Temple’s initial struggle turned 
into one of the best years of his life.
“Sometimes it would just feel
so surreal to me,” Temple said. 
“Living my life in the context of 
a different culture and language, 
how many people back home 
have an experience like that?”
When he came back to CSUMB, 
Temple found his life enriched 
from what he had learned.
“I love being able to speak 
Spanish to my bilingual friends,” 
Temple said. “They get such a kick 
out of it, and no one expects it.”
Temple feels every student 
could benefit from a year study­
ing in another country.
“I was always conscious I was 
an outsider,” Temple said, “but 
sometimes because of that, it hits 
you: I’m hanging out in some 
South American city!” PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER GALLEGOS
HCOM senior Shaun Temple feels enriched by his experiences with other cultures.
Person On Campus
“How much alcohol do you drink on weekend nights? ”
By Chad Ghiron, Photo Editor
Karen Miller
FRESHMAN, ESSP








“20 to 25 beers... an hour.”
Rhiannon O’Leary
FRESHMAN, SBS




“Well I really don’t 
care to drink. I think it 
is necessary to have 








“I actually have a 
beer IV tapped to 
my arm at alltimes.”
Tony Burcihera
6th YEAR, CHHS
“You know I have a few 
here and there, I really 
don’t know how much 
cause I don’t keep 
track.. .what’d you say... 
oh I have one in my hand? 
Man this is weird!!!”
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